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The slopestyle course and the halfpipe were constructed on Golden Peak, which is a part 
of the Vail ski resort. 

Crowds gather on the side of the half pipe to watch riders 
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The slopestyle course was expertly set up. 
The slope offered obstacles that were impres-
sive to both the riders and the spectators. The 
slopestyle winners said it was a blast to ride 
down but it was the halfpipe that the riders, 
and the crowds, raved about. 

“It was perfect, the way they shaped it 
DQG� WKH�YHUWLFDO�DQG� WKH�ÁDW�ERWWRP�� LW�ZDV�D�
smooth transition,” Gold said. “It was really 
easy to carry speed and the weather being re-
ally nice. The best pipe I have ridden all sea-
son and maybe ever. It is really steep; I think 
that really helps because you can keep up your 
speed without going to far down the line.”

Both Habluetzel and Hiraoka said that the 
pipe that was constructed for the competition 
was the best pipe they had ever ridden. They 
were glad they had a great pipe to ride. It made 
WKH�ÀQDOV�PRUH�HQMR\DEOH�WR�ERWK�WKH�ULGHUV�DQG�
the bystanders. 
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medal in the Burton Open were under the age 
of 21. All three of the men’s halfpipe winners 
were age 20 and under and were happy with 
the opportunity to compete with riders closer to 
their age but wished some of the older, more 
well-known snowboarders where there to  
compete against them.  
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Burton rider wows the crowd in the men’s halfpipe 
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"I came here to just have 
fun and ride and I made it 
into the finals and won a 
medal. I am just so stoked."

David Habluetzel
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“It would have been cool if Shaun 
White and I-Pod (Iouri Podladtchikov) 
were here,” Gold said, “but I think it 
was cool having the group we had to-
day with so many young riders in the 
ÀQDOV�µ

With younger competitors coming 
into snowboarding competitions and 
going to the 
recent winter 
Olympics, a 
younger gen-
eration is more 
drawn to the 
sport of snow-
boarding than ever.

Many of them are watching snow-
boarders like Gold, Hiraoka and 
Habluetzel, wanting to be like them 
and ride like them in competitions. 

“I was six years old when I started 
snowboarding and I spent every week-
end on snow,” Habluetzel said. “I was 
riding all the time and two years ago I 
wanted to start pro snowboarding.”

The younger professional snow-
boarders encourage other young riders 
to practice and keep riding but all of 
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“Just have fun 
and try to focus 
RQ� MXVW� HQMR\LQJ�
riding and pro-
gressing,” Gold 

said. “I think that is the best way to get 
good and to have success in the sport.” 
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Competition.


